
Where would you prefer to live? England or Africa? 

 

 

 

Who is important in History? Florence Nightingale and Tim 

Peake  

 

Sutton Road Primary 

School and Nursery 



Targets 

 

We will continue to set your child Maths and English 

Targets this term. This Target is a 

specific area that all children need to 

focus on.   Within this target there are 

‘steps’ (individual targets) linked to the 

area.  This is done during our Maths and English  

lessons and may be sent home as homework. 

The Spring Term Topics are as follows:- 
 
 Comparing two contrasting countries—Africa and 

England. We will be learning about the cultures, 
environments and the animals associated. 

 Learning about important people in history. Tim 
Peake, the astronaut and Florence Nightingale, 
famous for helping wounded soldiers in  the 
Crimean war. 

Maths 

The children have a daily Maths lesson covering all Na-

tional Curriculum Mathematics areas.  The National Cur-

riculum changed recently. The expectations have been set 

higher than previously, consequently our targets will sup-

port these areas of Mathematics. The Mathematics curric-

ulum is grouped into the following areas- 

 Number 

 Calculation 

 Measures 

 Shape 

 Data 

Maths Homework 

In Year 2 the children will be given a piece of Maths 
homework every Thursday and will be expected to be re-
turned by the following Thursday. This will alternate  

between a paper task and online using mathletics. 

The homework given will be a continuation of the work 
they have been completing that week, as a way to reinforce 
and apply their skills. 

 

English 

The New English National Curriculum stresses how important 

this subject is for our society. 

Reading 
We will be continuing to learn phonic letter sounds, key words 
and spellings. 
We will continue to learn to read high frequency words and 
action words.  These link to our guided reading and individual 
reading books.  Please read with your child at home.  It is 
important to read for about 10 minutes every night. Can you 
also write in your child’s reading record when you 
have read at home. This will allow us to see if 
they are ready to change their reading books.  
We would like to encourage the children to read 
more and change their reading books more often. Children will 
take part in a teacher led guided reading session each week 
and their reading will be reviewed in this session with books 
changed as appropriate twice weekly. 
 
Phonics 
Your child will learn spelling patterns linked to the Phonics 
letter sounds. We have a 20 minute phonic lesson every day to 
improve their knowledge of these spelling patterns.   
Each lesson will continue to help all the children improve their 
‘sounding out’ of words. This is called blending and is a very 
important part of learning to read. They will also learn how 
to ‘segment’. This is sounding out the letters to help spell 
words.  Spelling will be part of the phonics lesson. 
Spellings will be sent home every Monday. The children are 
expected to learn these in preparation for a test on Friday.  

Welcome and a Happy New Year 



English Lessons 

We will start this term off by 
looking at two African texts to 
support our topic work: ‘Bringing 
the rain to Kipati Plain’ and ‘The Leopards 
Drum’ where we will focus on rainbow sentences, 
conjunctions and letter writing. Additionally, we 
will be looking at suffixes, apostrophes and speech 
alongside correct punctuation to improve our in-
dependent writing. We will then look at narrative 
and inference and begin to read beyond the text 

Each week in English we will be focusing on dif-
ferent spelling rules and patterns. Every Friday 
your child will receive their spellings based on the 
weekly rule and will be tested on these the follow-
ing Friday. We will also include some action 
words for the ‘tricky words’ to support the chil-
dren’s learning.  

Handwriting 

Correct letter formation is extremely important 

for neat and tidy writing. We are aiming to 

improve the handwriting of our children and will 

expect accurate letter formation this term. Your 

child will practise the 

correct letter formation 

for each letter/phoneme.  

They will also be learning 

how to sit letters on the 

line and show clearly the correct size of tall and 

short letters.   

 

English Homework 

Your child will have a reading book to take home 
to read. The children will be given homework on 
Firdays and it is expected to be returned by the 
following Friday. 

 

Useful Websites: 

http://art-educ4kids.weebly.com/african-
art.html  

http://gowild.wwf.org.uk/regions/africa-fact-files  

Science 

As our topic is mainly Geography and History 

based this half term, we will not be doing spe-

cific science lessons. However, due to the nature 

of the topic we will be looking at animals and 

habitats within the contrasting locations of Africa and England. 

 

Computing We will continue to teach Internet Safety, where we 
will support children in knowing how to stay safe while using the 
internet. We will also use the internet to research topics. The 
children will be learning about the importance of phrasing ques-
tions and that certain search results are limited in the answers 
they can provide. Other lessons will allow the children to develop 
an understanding of what the Internet is. This will also give them 
the basic tools to help them search for information more effective-
ly. We will also be looking at spreadsheets and databases. This 
term’s computing will be undertaken in Purple Mash. 

 

Music 

We will be following our music curriculum. The chil-
dren will learn about pulse, rhythm, dynamics and 
beat. They will listen to short pieces of music, sing songs and play 
instruments. 

 

Art 

Art work will be included in our topics and themes. 
Within this we will be looking at African textiles, arts 
and crafts. In addition to this the children will be look-
ing at Easter, here they will be applying skills of mechanisms to 
make cards. 

 

P.E. 

Your child will be doing indoor and outdoor 

PE. Our focus for indoor PE will be Gymnas-

tics and games, which teaches the fundamen-

tals of balance, agility, teamwork and coordi-

nation.  It is important that your child has shorts/joggin bottoms 

and t-shirt and plimsolls or trainers for outdoor PE.  Please re-

Thank you for your continued support and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to come in and see us.  

Mrs Baillie, Mrs Gude or Mr Wakeland 


