
 

Year 5’s Reading Spine (35 Books) 

Fiction Picture Books Non-Fiction  Classics Poetry 
     

 
Shackleton’s Journey 

William Gill 

 
Who Let the Gods Out? 

Maz Evans 

 
Ape 

Martin Jenkins 

 
Beetle Boy 

M G Leonard 

 
The Nowhere Emporium 

Ross MacKenzie 
 

 
The Witches 
Roald Dahl 

 
Odysseus and the Cyclops and 

other plays 
Irene Yates 

 

 
One Plastic Bag 

Miranda Paul and Elizabeth 
Zunon 

 
The Secret Garden 

Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 
Cosmic 

Frank Cottrell Boyce 

 
Lizzy’s War 

Elisabeth Beresford 

 
The Jamie Drake Equation 

Christopher Edge 

 
Clockwork 

Philip Pullman 
 

Rose Blanche 
Ian McEwan 

 
The Man who Walked Between 

the Towers 
Modercai Gerstein 



 
A galaxy of her own – Amazing 

stories of women in space 
Libby Jackson 

 
The Lottie Project 
Jacqueline Wilson 

 
Friend or Foe 

Michael Morpurgo 

 
Kensuke’s Kingdom 
Michael Morpurgo 

 
Midsummer’s Night’s Dream 
Shakespeare (retold by Bruce 

Coville) 

 
The Storm Keeper’s Island 

Catherine Doyle 
 

 
The Rainmaker Danced 

John Agard 

 
There’s a Boy in the Girl’s 

Bathroom 
Louis Sachar 

 
The Highway Man 

Alfred Noyes 

 
Wolves in the Walls 

Neil Gaiman 

 
Way Home 

Libby Hathorn 

 
Algernon 

Hilaire Belloc 

 
My Secret War Diary 

Marcia Williams 

 
Joan of Arc 

Josephine Poole  
Heard it in the Playground 

Allan Ahlberg 

 
Sir Gawain and the Loathly Lady 

Selina Shirley Hastings 
 

Happy Poems 
Roger McGough 

 
The Boy At The Back Of The 

Clas 
Onjali Rauf 

 
Survivors 

David Long 

 
The Explorer  

Katherine Rundell 

 


